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Abstract. The article deals with a modern concept of chiltsepreschool education and
scientific research meant to substantiate a pasitimpact of high-quality preschool
education on a child’s life and his/her academidiagements in future. The analysis of
foreign and national sources, research and stratefgicuments on education focusing on the
evaluation of essential changes in the sector esgnool education and the discussion of the
prospects of institutional preschool education Heesen conducted. The issues that must
inevitably become a part of the work schedule efltlthuanian education policy have been
distinguished: accessibility of educational ingibms, high quality (self-)education, the
necessity of help for a child belonging to a riskup, ensuring education and social services
for families and children in poverty, educationtatented and gifted children, the situation of
(self-)education of children in rural areas and ethssues that are important for the practice
of children’s (self-)education of today.

Keywords: changes and challenges of preschool education-gigtity education, preschool
education.

Introduction

In the recent decade in the education system dfubitia quite many
important strategic decisions that influenced tbgeatial changes in the sector
of preschool education have been taken. The chdreastaken place in many
fields of the system of preschool education — nadlagical field, the fields of
the contents, process and methods of educatiorestygnd structure of
institutions, teacher training and in-service tmay the management and
development of facilities (Monkesien¢ et al., 2009). One of possible impulses
of the occurrence of these changes was the prijestelopment of Preschool
and Pre-primary Education” started to be implemgmelithuania in 2009 and
financed by the structural funds of the Europeamobrfhereinafter EU). The
aim of the project is “to enhance the availabibityd variety of preschool/pre-
primary education, especially in rural areas, desirey social exclusion and
differences between municipalities; to ensure Bexiand high-quality services,
necessary educational support taking children’sviddal educational needs
into account” (About the Project, 2012). The projescthe component of the
Programme of the Development of Preschool and Pregsy Education for
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2011-2013 of the Ministry of Education and Science of thep®aic of
Lithuania.

Ambitious aims of the reconstruction of the presthsector initiated by
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Rejubf Lithuania and the
project obliged the educational community to achiemeasurable results in
guite a short time.

To ensure the development of preschool and pregoyineducation
Methodical Recommendations on the Variety of Foomthe Organization of
Preschool Education (2013), Methodical Recommendations for Non-
governmental Providers of Preschool and Pre-primBducation(2013) have
been prepared. In order to help preschool educétiachers to get to know a
modern child better and to more purposefully adpdticational aids to the
needs and abilities of a particular childescription of Achievements of
Preschool-age Childre(2014)andMethodical Recommendations féreschool
Education (2015) have been prepareGeneral Curriculum of Pre-primary
Education(2014) and other documents that help teachersrézdst successful
directions of activity for child’'s high-quality (Beeducation and (self-)
assessment of achievements, etc. have been updated.

Obvious changes are being observed in other f&#lggeschool education
as well: preschool institutions are being moderhizenovative models of the
organization of preschool education, because othvthe quality of education
becomes higher, are being implemented, privatechosd institutions and
multifunctional centres are being more and morevalgt established (until 2015
it was forecast that in municipalities 78 centrezuld have been opened), new
preschool education groups in general educatioaatstare being created, new
workplaces for pedagogical and other employees aodrdinators of
interinstitutional collaboration who would rendepgort for children from their
birth to 7 years of age are being established (Irhplementation of the
UNESCO Initiative Education for All in Lithuania024). One more important
change that took place in the system of educatmah game in force from 1
September, 2016 ompulsorypre-primary education in Lithuania that that will
help children to appropriately get ready for school

Changes in the sector of preschool education aeacteristic not only to
Lithuania. In Europe early childhood education, exsally of children from
families of social risk and exclusion, is considkeepriority field of education,
which is reflected in the main EU strategic documéturope 2020", the
strategy of smart, sustainable and inclusive growttis document according to
the exemplary initiative “Mobile Youth” obliges thgartner states to uphold all
the fields of the system of education and trainingluding preschool and
general education: allocate necessary funds, ingprducational outcomes,
coordinate the curriculum with the demands of fateducation and labour
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market. “Implementing the programmé&ducation 2020” the European
countries strive that at least 95 per cent of chidfrom 4 years of age to the
age when education is compulsory participate idyeehildhood education.
Most of the European countries committed to enplaees for education for all
children or legally establish that education is palaory at least in the last year
of preschool education” (Pre-primary education enfr Comprehensive to
Compulsory, 2014, p. 1). The actions of the acbddgiand improving quality
of preschool education are set in another Commtiarcdrom the European
Commission‘Early Childhood Education and Care: Providing alur children
with the best start for the world of tomorro2011).

Strategic documents of Lithuania that set the piesr of education are
congruent with the EU strateg¥zurope 2020". In the National Strategy for
Education for 2013-20222013) much attention is paid to preschool edunatio
speaking about the aspects of its accessibility gqudlity. In Lithuania’s
Progress Strategy “Lithuania 2030t is also emphasized that it is important “to
ensure the accessibility of preschool childcardtitgns. This aspiration is a
component of the initiative of strengthening thgtitation of family establishing
favourable conditions to balance the commitmentsfarhily and work”
(Lithuania’s Progress Strategy “Lithuania 2030”1R).

Contemporary policy of preschool education of L#hia demands to give
an opportunity to children and their families teeusther services provided by
the state as well: provide bigger support for waogkifamilies, create more
diverse forms of educational and social serviceasesponding to parents’ and
children’s needs, look for various models of finahsupport to families with
low income as well, etc. (MonkeWen¢ et al., 2008). However, there still
remain problems to be solved that should beconeataop the work schedule of
the education policy: accessibility of education @msuring its quality, support
for children at risk, necessity for educational andial services for a family and
its children in poverty, education of talented gifted children, the situation of
the education of rural children and other issuas #ne important fochildren’s
further high-quality (self-)education, their acadermachievements, social
adaptation skills necessary in the competitive lamolwledge-based society of
today.

The object— modern concept of children’s preschool education

The aim of the research— to analyse the modern concept of children’s
preschool education, the research conducted iu&itia and abroad in the field
of high-quality preschool education revealing tharmes of this education and
the challenges it faces.

Methods: analysis of scientific literature and strategiccaiments of
education, meta-analysis.
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Substantiation of the importance of preschool edudsn in a child’s life

In Lithuania preschool education is a primary eletmaf the system of
education that is developed with regard to gendesds of the education of the
society and an individual (a child). This primargraent is given quite much
attention in the education system of Lithuaniahuénia, focusing on the EU
education policy directed towards the integratidneducational and social
services providing support for a child and familyrns from a narrow
specialization of an institutional direction (numgseschool, kindergarten, care
home) to comprehensive education (Development e$dhiool Education: Will
We Change the Model of Financing? 2006, p. 2).

In Lithuania preschool education is started to ipled from the child’s
birth until he/she is provided with pre-primary edtion (Law on Education of
the Republic of Lithuania, 2011). In scientificeliiture and strategic documents
of education it is emphasized that preschool edutas a primary and basic
element of (self-)education of an individual, oe thasis of which education in
other elements can be realized. Today pedagoges=anchers, strategists of the
education policy and all who care for the welfane aducation of a young child
do not doubt that it is in childhood when the basetof child’s successful
future is laid. It is stated that:

e early childhood is a special period important forlcts purposeful

and high-quality (self-)education and life in presand future.

e High-quality education positively influences chedr however, it
becomes especially important for children growingder the
conditions of social risk and social exclusion,itterther social and
emotional development, helps to reduce poverty.

Analogous conclusions have been presented by thepgof researchers
(Taggartet al., 2015), who have generalized the resulth@biggest (from the
aspect of sample) and the longest in Europe (flioenaspect of time: 1997-
2014) scientific research “Effective pre-school,in@ry and secondary
education project (EPPSE 3-16+)". The researchedstiL preschool education
institution of the United Kingdom monitored 2800Idken (from 3 years of age
until the end of their compulsory education at tjyjovho were growing in
poor families and were not attending preschool atioc institutions and those
who were growing in well-off families and were aiting preschool education
institutions. The results of the research have aledeenormous differences in
children’s achievements (over 38 per cent) in fitand big added value of
high-quality early education. It was identified thihere was a big probability
that children who had been growing in poorer fagsiliand not attending
preschool education institutions later were wotdearning and when grown up
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they live on the dole or even tend to delinqueidye researchers’ insights were
confirmed after more than ten years when the dafldrnder monitoring were
already 16 years old and were taking graduatiomexation that is compulsory
in the country. The results of the test confirmédttthe influence of high-
quality preschool education remains for a very lomme; child’'s early
experience that he/she gains while attending acpoe$ education institution
determines how good he/she will be at learning uurke, what his/her
achievements in the fields of reading, mathemanesure sciences and other
fields will be. It is also illustrated by the retubf international (TIMSS, PIRLS,
PISA) research.

The Lithuanian scientists O. Monkeémnre, V. S. Glebuvieg,

K. Stankewtiené, M. Joniliere, S. Montvilait, A. Mazolevskiea (2009) have
analysed and generalized many researches conducfedeign scientists where
the advantages of high-quality preschool educatiere revealed and the
achievements of children attending and not attendkindergarten were
compared. The researchers have presented the simmdwf the analysis stating
that “children’s achievements in the stage of hygiadity preschool education
have direct influence on the development of a &hitbmmunication in the
native language; high-quality education enablesigremts’ children to learn a
state language; those who received high-qualitycaiional services in their
early childhood learn more diligently, more pewsmly seek higher education;
high-quality education has influence on the dewvelept of children’s
interpersonal, intercultural, social relations; gagticipants of the research who
attended preschool educational institutions tenddoresponsibly to a greater
extent, take care of their health; high-quality gofeool education ensures a
financial return in future” (Monkeviere et al., 2009, p. 31).

Consequently, the results of the research on tipacemof high-quality
preschool education oblige to strive for makingeadion accessible and giving
every child an opportunity to receive high-quakltgucational services as early
as possible. It should be one of the main educaitiprnorities of every country.
Regarding this issue the situation of Lithuanigamfay is not good enough. In
the Education and Training Monitor 2015 of the Buean Commissio(2015,

p. 6-7) it is stated that the “participation of forear olds in ECEC was 86.5 %
in 2013, noticeably below the EU average of 93.1 %ie situation is even
more worsened by the data of the Department ofs8tat of Lithuania of the
year of 2014 that illustrate that the level of tparticipation in these
programmes in rural and urban areas differs alrbgsb0 percentage points
(92,2 % in urban and 42,8 % in rural areas). Hbritas because of insufficient
accessibility of schools in rural areas. The naiaam of Lithuania set ithe
National Strategy for Education for 2013-20@2013) is to ensure that in 2017
the institutions of early education and care wdwdattended by 90 per cent of
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four year olds, meanwhile in 2022 — by 95 per adrfour year olds (Education
and Training Monitor 2015, 2015, p. 6). Due to thet that so far in Lithuania
preschool education is not compulsory, it is ratherambitious aim, to fulfil

which it is possible only by revising the priorgief the education policy of the
state and municipalities and joining up the effmtsall the participants of the
process of education.

Challenges that preschool education faces

While reviewing the essential changes of the regeats that took place in
the sector of preschool education in Lithuania wice that indeed much work
has been done implementing the aims and objecteefor the development of
preschool education in strategic documents of dduca However, the
retrospective analysis of the change allows statvag the aim set more than
two decades ago — “to guarantee happy childhoaal ¢hild, to ensure child’s
physical, psychical and social welfare not violgtihis/her rights” — is still
relevant today as well” (Concept of Preschool Edaonaof the Republic of
Lithuania, 1989, p. 59).

The preschool education policy of today in Lithwarms inseparable from
the main landmarks and values of the developmeato€ation of the European
Union. Although in Lithuania the scope of preschedlcation is increasing,
however, it is still not sufficient. Striving forigher quality of children’s
education, the welfare and security of familiese toromotion of national
identity in many strategic educational documentd.idiuania and Europe the
most important challenges that preschool educd#éioes have been highlighted.
Some of the challenges are especially relevantttménia (The Presentation of
the Description of Achievements of Preschool-ageld@m and Methodical
Recommendations for the Preparation of CurriculuogRammes of Preschool
Education at Municipalities, 2013):

e Accessibility of education. The issue atcessibilityis especially

relevant to children living in bigger cities andablareas.

e Early childhood education. In many countries of dp& including
Lithuania education starts from the birth. Thera tendency to make
the beginning o€Eompulsory educatioaarlier.

e Aims of child’s education and their implementatidime countries of
Europe including Lithuania intensively and purpodlgf strive for
higher quality of preschool education. The set aamd the ways of
their implementation in different countries canderent, however,
referring to the attitude accepted in many cousttieat a child is in
the centre of preschool education, education shbalthased on the
child-focused paradigm that requires a holistic rapph towards
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child’s personality, the skills he/she possessektha desires to act
freely and not being restricted by anyone.

e Child’'s achievements and their evaluation. It iSraportant factor to
know children and their development better and owprthe quality of
education. The evaluation of child’'s achievemeriswes observing
the progress the children make and forecast theéetines of further
(self-) education. In many countries much attenti®mpaid to early
monitoring of child’s progress

e Child’'s knowing how to learn. It is one of the ma@ompetences that
become especially important at preschool age. Other less
important competences — social, health protectimh strengthening,
cognition, communication, artistic.

e Early teaching of foreign language(s). When Lithaabecame the
member state of the EU early teaching of foreigngleges is
becoming an important challenge not only in primeligsses but also
at preschool age.

e Education of bilingual, multilingual children andildren speaking
other languages. To make the education of sucldrelilsuccessful
the partnership of the educators (parents, pedagoghildren, other
specialists) is necessary tolerantly acceptingucailt and social
differences of families, respecting their nativeagaage, religion,
traditions and customs.

e Education of children with special educational ree€the success of
education will depend on the friendly attitude loé community of the
institution (and the society) and collaboration,italy chosen
methods of (self-)education, adjustment of educali@nvironment,
etc.

The challenges that are raised clearly define dar aims and directions
of further activity that should be a priority inetreducation of today and for
which we should strive responsibly, initiativelydaoonsistently for the sake of
high-quality (self-)education of our children.

Conclusions

e In scientific literature and many strategic docutseaf education it is
emphasized that preschool education is a primady Easic element of
individual’s (self-)education, on the basis of whieducation in other
elements can be successfully realized.

e Scientists discussing the importance of high-quaddlucation to a child
state that early childhood is a special period irfga for child’s
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purposeful and high-quality (self-)education arid In present and future.
The research has proven that high-quality earlycation positively
influences all children. However, it becomes esuBciimportant for
children growing under the conditions of sociakrand social exclusion,
their further social and emotional developmentpbeb reduce poverty and
gives more opportunities to have higher acadenheaements in future.

e In many strategic educational documents of Lithaaand Europe the
challenges that preschool (self-)education facege Hzeen highlighted:
accessibility of education; early childhood edumati aims of child’s
education and their implementation; child’s achreeats and their
evaluation; child’s competences; child’s knowingwhao learn; early
teaching of foreign language(s); bilingual eduagtieducation of children
with special educational needs.
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